I nternational Conference
North America and Oceania; issuesin relations
between two changing cultural and political areas

This international conference aims to reflect oe ttharacteristics and complexity of current
relations between the countries or regions of Néuterica and Oceania, as well as engage in a
comparative study of their nations’ and territoregsproaches to shared issues of regional or global
significance.

For the scope of this conference, “North Americall vefer to Canada, the United States, and the

island states and territories of the Caribbean.a@ieeencompasses Australia, Papua New Guinea,
New Zealand, the dozen other sovereign states att@ngouthern and equatorial Pacific Islands,

and the various dependent territories in the réigion

As the United States under President Obama engages thoroughly with South-East Asia, and
diplomatic tensions increase between the UnitedeStand China regarding maritime law in the
South China Sea, Australia has been contributingrtoAmerican military consolidation in the
region. By 2017, some 2,500 US Navy personnel gpeaed to be deployed in Darwin (capital of
the Northern Territory), and the two countries wile enhancing their air force and naval
cooperation, with Australia taking part in a pragrae of anti-missile ballistic defence in the Asia-
Pacific. This military collaboration between theitdd States and Australia, and the political and
commercial issues surrounding it, is a particulaibible recent example of cooperation between
two geographically distant but geopolitically cootesl regions — a cooperation marked by
agreements and disagreements, benefits but alstatitns and disadvantages. As for New
Zealand, since the 1980s it has operated a moepé@mdient diplomatic policy in relation to the
United States, due largely to its anti-nuclearvagtn. New Zealand has, however, found Canada to
be a privileged partner in many areas.

Beyond political and economic issues, relationsvbeh these two regions also cover social, legal,
environmental and cultural aspects, which will Bareined during this conference. For example,
strong partnerships between First Nations CanadaaasNew Zealand Maori, who engage in a
variety of cultural exchanges and cooperate in aciwg considerations on shared issues of
Indigenous communities’ self-determination and zeitiship under neo-liberal national
governments. The history of relations between tlmeg@ns will highlight the varied issues which
have bound together, in cooperation or in conftiwgjr respective agents since the lat8 aéntury.

The second aspect of this conference, a comparpékaective focusing on specific issues, may
for instance draw out the characteristics, fundétignand achievements of regional cooperation
policies in each of these two regions, particulabgtween island states and territories. A
comparative study of the functioning and developimarorities or methods put forward by the
Pacific Islands Forum and the Association of Cardb States would enable an assessment of
island territories’ place and role in these twoioaeg, as well as of the extent of some of their
efforts’ reach more globally. A study of islandts& struggles within the framework of AOSIS (the
Alliance of Small Island States, which includes iBlagan and Pacific islands) would connect the
aforementioned comparative approach with an arebfselements of cooperation between Atlantic
and Pacific island countries.

The following are suggested issues to be examinddmatwo broad analytical approaches to the
complex relations between these geographic areas:

! Commonly used in France, the naf@eéanieexcludes Asian or American states with a coasthen

Pacific, as well as Asian island states on the wesezdge. It does, however, include Hawaii.



l. An analysis of bilateral or multilateral relati® between the states or societies of North America
and those of the Pacific (Oceania), along with ¢basequences of such relations (benefits and
constraints) for the two regions:

- in the field of political, diplomatic, economimilitary (for instance, ANZUS), environmental or
social relations, not least between small islaatest(AOSIS);

- in terms of cultural exchanges and influences #tould include the Americanisation of Pacific
societies, but also the image the peoples of tiheg®ns have developed of one another, and
national images purposefully constructed and ptege@broad to attract tourists or migrants:
controlled representations;

- in the field of shared diplomatic policies andperation with other geographic areas or nations
(in particular, China, a factor of political comfiibetween these regions);

- etc.

Il. A comparative analysis of how countries in thesgions address specific issues:

- the decolonisation process;

- national self-definition, balancing a cultural demographic British or French legacy with
Indigenous and / or migrant cultures and ethnicltlgis issue would encompass a comparative
analysis of national policies regarding Indigene®ples and immigration policies, and (where
relevant) states’ transitions towards multicultisral. The question of cultural diversity would lead
to a comparison of language policies, or more gdlyeof the cultural policies applied by the states
of these two regions;

- the adaptation and functioning of political odigial institutions of British or (in the Micrones
states formerly under U.S. sovereignty) Americaigioy along with the values and principles
which underpin them;

- the relative decline of relations with the Unit€chgdom, and the development of intra-regional
relations;

- the specificities and extent of relations betwetstes and their island dependent territories,
whether the latter be fully incorporated into tlmdnant state, or subject to a treaty of coopemnatio
which grants autonomy to the dependent territory;

- etc.

This interdisciplinary conference welcomes reseanshn the humanities and social sciences,
natural sciences, political science, law, &esentationwill be given in English or in French.
Publication, however, will be in English.

Date: November 24 to 26, 2016.
Location : University of Versailles Saint-Quentin-¥velines (UVSQ), Guyancourt (South of
Paris), France.

Proposals for papers, panels or round tables shmukent to Adrien Rodedrien.rodd@uvsg.frand
Sophie Croisydophie.croisy@uvsg)before May 31, 2016.



